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EU Statement

I am speaking on behalf of the EU and its Member States.

[Alignment paragraph]


The agenda before us is heavy, not only but certainly also because of this year being a budget year.

Given the predictable time constraints that we will face and our common interest to end this Executive Board in time on Friday next week without the extensive use of evening or even night sessions, we can accept that the preliminary time table foresees a full day session on Saturday as we believe we have to make best use of our availability here in Geneva. We would like WHO to propose measures to improve the management of governing bodies' meetings and their agendas, with a view to promoting better conciliation between work and private life. Reducing the length of these agendas would, in our view, be the best solution to uphold that principle and avoid night sessions and meetings during the weekend without having to extend the current period of the meetings. We note that the other Geneva-based organizations manage to deal with their agendas without holding official meetings during the weekends.

The EU and its Member States attach particular importance to the UN reform, which the WHO is expected to be implementing from January this year. We think that it is necessary to have a proper and separate debate on WHO reform and transformation agenda and the UN development system reform. Therefore we propose that the Agenda item 7.1. “WHO reform processes, including the transformation agenda, and implementation of United Nations development system reform“ will be modified so that it has two sub-items and that we discuss them separately.

The sub-items we propose are:

· WHO reform processes, including the transformation agenda

· implementation of United Nations development system reform

To support the discussion on the latter, we would like to have more information on how WHO will fully implement the UNDS reform.

Thank you.

A statement to be read after the intervention of Finland

The EU and its Member States support the proposal made by Finland on the structure of the Agenda envisaged for future meetings. The proposal is in line with the earlier practice to use the structure of CPW as the frame for the agenda. Nevertheless, we would ask the secretariat to produce a document on the proposed format of the future agendas. 
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